View from the Kitchen by Schemm, Ripley
CutBank 
Volume 1 
Issue 16 CutBank 16 Article 5 
Spring 1981 
View from the Kitchen 
Ripley Schemm 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Schemm, Ripley (1981) "View from the Kitchen," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 16 , Article 5. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss16/5 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
VIEW FROM THE KITCHEN
The way I heard it
from the kitchen stool,
my feet hooked over a rung,
the story that gave me a shiver,
took place without love
in that field. She’d tired
of ranching, took off with the hymn
of the visiting preacher, lit out
on her husband and child.
But that wasn’t the last of it.
She came back years later 
to the same field, land 
her married daughter ranched, 
to park her pink trailer house 
with a view of the mountains.
And maybe she sleeps without shame 
in a herd of blue lupine, 
humming hymns of the road.
A plains wind can turn  us, 
turn us all around.
